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Another puzzling and still unexplained feature of
the past civilizations of America is the fact that they
were all developed in the tropical or semi tropical
portions of the hemisphere. It has "been a fairly well
accepted contention that the human race develops
more intelligence and attains a higher type of civiliza-
tion in northern than in southern districts. This
would seem logical, for in cold climates man is faced
with many difficulties which are wholly absent in
warm, climates. He must clothe himself to resist the
cold, he must provide well-constructed dwellings in
which to live, and he must labor almost continuously
in order to provide food for himself and his family,
He has every incentive to work, to develop mentally
and physically,, and to establish permanent homes,
settlements, colonies and cities. With these tasks
come organization, a social system, laws and govern-
ments. In the tropics, on the other hand, clothing is
unnecessary; the flimsiest shelter will serve to keep
off rain and sun; bountiful nature supplies food the
year round, and human beings have a tendency to
take life easily, to become lazy, to lose ambition and
to degenerate.
One would therefore expect that, all other things
being- equal, the inhabitants of North America or of
southern South America, would have reached a high
.state of culture and a civilization long before those
of the tropical and subtropical areas of South and
Central America. But for some reason which has
never satisfactorily been explained no tribe nor race
of North America, and no race of southern South
America, attained to a true civilization in pre-Colum-
bian days, whereas the highest civilizations In the